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Superfly hustlers, daddy mack pimps, heavy black private dicks, 
soul mamas and ebony avengers; only the 70s could have unleashed a 
genre as cool as blaxploitation movies. While the new black film 
“renaissance” heralded by New Jack City and Boyz N The Hood has 
failed to materialize, the real thing can still be found; consigned 
to the ghetto of late night TV and hard-to-find video cass- 


FILM 


ettes. 

What could be more fun than watching Tamera 
Dobson as superagent Cleopatra Jones taking on 
drug queenpin Shelly Winters or having sex mach- 
ine John Shaft "freak you out till you're down- 
right simple" as the theme to Shaft's Big Score 
puts it? Certainly not Bruce "Die Hard" Willis and 
some pantywaist terrorists, or some musclebound 
Austrian with no sense of style. 

Compared to today's limp action films, black — ghes 
70s flicks are fast, funny, funky and usually hope - 6 feet 2” of 
lessly politically incorrect. Hollywood in the 90s Dynamite . 
operates according to a moral code strict as 
anything in the 40s and 50s, with only a few 
"naughty" exceptions like Basic Instinct or 
superior independent films such as Resevoir 
Dogs. Today, violence is tame, sex is kept to 
a minimum, main characters are always on the 
right side of the law, and there;s always a happy 
ending where evildoers are rewarded with death in 
a blaze of special effects. 

Blaxploitation films don't play by the rules. 
Anything is possible, and nothing gets in the way 
of hot blooded, high octane action, love making and —_— 
general getting down. It's perfectly to have a hero who's a drug pusher 
Superfly's Ron Neal. Sure, he wants to get out of selling smack, but 
in order to do it he's got to make one last deal. These days,) Super 
Fly would have to be taught a valuable lesson that crime does not 
pay. Yeah, rights tell it to John Giotti. 

The standard was pretty much set by black filmaker Melvin Van 
Peebles! Sweet Sweetback's Baadasssss Song, the saga of a stud who 
kills two cops and is on the run for ninety-odd minutes. Sweet Sweet- 
back is rough, uncompromising, and full of themes that would contin- 
ue to appear in black films for nearly a decade. Peebles' hero is a 
man of few words and plenty of action; in fights, in bed, and on the 
lam. Images of the ghetto, youths torching a police car, brothers 
getting hassled by the man and endless shots of Sweetback running 
through back streets and side alleys towards the Mexican 
border displayed a sense of black reality previously 
unseen on theatre screens. Sweet Sweetback's 

Baadasssss Song was a critical and 
commercial hit, which meant Hollywood's 
interest was just around the corner... 


Gordon Parks' Shaft was the most suc- 
cessful blaxploitation, and perhaps the 
most typical. Thanks to blanket promo- 
“ay tion by its producers, MGM, and the super- 

bad, Oscar-winning soundtrack by Isaac 


lo 


Hayes, many white moviegoers got their first glimpse of 
black urban life, while blacks were treated to their 
first superhero. Nowadays, many consider Shaft a run 
of the mill action film, with large doses of sex and 
violence. So what's the problem? 

It didn't take long for black movies to become 
co-opted by the man; by 1975, most black fitms were 
lensed by white producers and directors, and re- 
flected less and less of reality. Thankfully, for 
classic blaxploitation, this is not a problem. Wil- 
lie Dynamite is a lurid tale about a smooth pimp 

with a stable of ladies and a wardrobe full of 
technicolor furs and eye-threatening lapels. He 
also drives the coolest purple low rider in blax- 
ploitation history. Does anybody care that it was 
produced by Richard D. Zanuck, who would later 
give us whitebread fodder like The Sting, Jaws 
and, in a bizarre twist, Driving Miss Daisy? OF 
course notl 

Unfortunately, when white people take on 
black art forms, things tend to go desperately 
wrong, eventually. Look at Micheal Bolton, The 
same became true of blaxploitation. Most notorious for 
this was low budget mogul Samuel Z. Arkoff's American Int- : 
ernational studio, which established credibility in black films 
with classics like Larry Cohen's two-part harlem kingpin saga 
Black Caesar and Hell Up In Harlem (the black equivilent of The 
Godfather Films, and a lot shorter to boot and the genre crossing 
Blacula. Unfortunately, A.I. insisted on grafting white formulas 
onto black films and the results aren't neccessarily pretty. Films 
like Abby (a black version of the Exorcist Friday Foster (a globe- 
trotting action-adventure film about a fashion photographer that 
could've featured anybody and Blackenstein (you get the picturd 
earned ridicule from the mainstream, and pissed off black audiences. 

It's not that these films aren't fun to watch; ['1l take the ‘ 
luscious Pam Grier as Friday Foster over Julia Roberts anyday, but 
the producers'. disdain for their audience meant the grafitti was 
definitely on the wall for blaxploitation by the latter half of the 
70s. There were still interesting films being made, but usually by 
independant companies with no major distribution. The films of Matt 
Cimber are a stand-out; violent celluloid tracts about taking on 
whitey and taking society for a ride. The Candy Tangerine Man features 
John Daniels as "The Baron"; a pimp with a heart of gold who drives 
L.A. streets at night in a multi-colored Rolls, but by day he's an 
honest family man. 

The last nail in the coffin was Rudy Ray 
Moore's classic, Avenging Disco Godfather. 
A mixture of Saturday Night Fever, Enter The 
Dragon and Death Wish, ADG features rhine- 
stone jumpsuited Moore taking on angel dust 
dealing hoods to a disco beat and insanely 
stilted dialogue. Avenging Disco Godfather is 
one of those films that has to be seen to be be- 

a) lieved; but then that's the charm 
of great blaxploitation. It was 
Bonly twenty years ago, but now 
many of these films seem more 
foreign than Star Wars, and they 
truly have to be seen to be be- 
lieved. 
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ot ACOST | GETTIS® IT. NET So CooL. 


HST WHEELS 1S ZERLEY CooL THOUGH. 
IT MEWTLBASS A THD SEATER. Hw. | 


Wem DER (FE HE EAROS THE TSO SRTER. 


| Frond? | LIKE THE TAPE Fo® supe 
OvVEL PLL. DAVE (IS A CHoPS DeummerRr 


Baer HES CEALY Gap. CHAZ TELS Tor. 


THENZE A GUTSY THREE PIECE Hat 


BVAVEATHE FPLEUASTS AND DID SomeTH Ay 


LSPeTheoHs le 


a BERATI FUL MELODY PSD HAS 
Arts SEET Psd Sick. Music To KEEP 
iT Feom BES TSO S4ROP4. THIS 
eee PLOSE MALES ME HOPE THAT 
BITE LEEPS USI TIASG» SO Bie |S 
MS» TT MBUVES ALOIS WELL 
Css IAS A GUIZEN SITTER/SEET 
LOVE Sars Tehs0u PrPPLESEED 
1S A Count?ey/imepcsRE IN: MDC 
“CUICKEN SQ@UAEK TEADITION. |m 
ICT SO Ris oF IT. PASTRY | 
LAKE PRET UELL THOUGH . ITS 
PLENSPRST TO LISTENS Tem 1 TS SECersD 
To PRETTY SSNS 1 THE “Leese THEY 
COSTINUE (WO TMS DIRECTOR” Cort eRRry, 


hf 


\8 | 
Cush wks 5 1S PAST, PUN , HEAVY PoP 


FROM HALIFAX, NOVA scoTIA . THE GRouP |S A 
COLLECTION oF @USBOYS , UILKMGN , AND CAFC 
WATIKESSES THAT RANGES ‘IN AGE FROM 14 To2I 
AND IN Gene FROM FEMALE TO MALE. 

CHAZ RULES FoRMED IN THE SUMMER. OF (992. WHEN 


ROM RIES DAVID PIERCE , 
MGLANIE a RUSINAK AND 
WAY NG t MACPHEKON , 


rn rn VOM OT Ci 
eS Wee A) Toc vac, 
TD A ol 
AS A DIRUAEID 
PUNK /POk THREC 
As lime (AgD 


ALU AACE 2S 
HALEN: PADS 
LOSSE.P AkOUNI) 
VAYING loOCHeR. 
DOWN ,RETIZO 
Pit CODAND. 
THIS BEGAN 
Ys O01) 
THE. JOKE 
wrth THE 
WAS BORN 
, CMAZ RUEG 
RELEASD AN 
CORDING OF 
Pel? (ANADIAN] 
THE (@ SONG CASSETIC , 
MEAG AM" ee BAs FINANCEII 
OMAP PIEND'S ered CARD UNDE THO CABREL NAME, 
"MO RECORDS’ FN THC UMIMCOINTE Scere. OF “LUINGS 
CHUNZ RULES [S WORKING ON MATES ( Toule. DATES) ‘ 
ACROSS CANADA AND FIGHTING over WwHosG TURN’ (TS 
Jo Pole OISHES AND Evy Toller PAPER. THE 
KUIUKE PLANS OF CHAZ RULES INOLUNC: 7 CHAZ RULES 
FENDING MORG TIME Witt THEIR PALEWTS,) 1279 Hoel ST. 
ECORDIWG, AND BUYING GROCERIES. aL 
| 


inéA AND 50 
PE Powe TRO 
DUMB MAME: 
DIScCaGRARL Vs 
HAUS. RECONTLY 
MS - TRACK RE 
AH ee SONGS 
CONSUMPTION 


Wav NOT VIRTES7 CANADA 


MT SOUNID LIKE 


«Vecorvdas bougittalong theway + 


Stereolab - Jen Cage Bubblegum (7") 
(“> Slumber\anc| - Bax 14731, Berkeley , alt 44701 ) 


The missing link Letween Sister Fay | 

and Koadvunner ‘ Total PP 

with the shrainhtest, most Sparse 
mem ~ focu 5ec| vhythm 
Cr ule Wn one heavy moo 
anes It doesnt matter : O 

thot the title is nonsense and +h 
the only mtellig! ble |yries ave Fa 


ance the drums come in - You will understand - 


Cornerstor - In Ihe Days ot Ford Covina a" er) 
(40 Wij Records 120 Tal bet Rd . London Uk: Wit ISA) 
A promi sii vecord by Anis London band 
that combines noise Auictar and sitars - The hice 
Gps Tarr Mavrtira vock- ? Whatever. Easy compart 

on the son Y Voonsine | world he Conic Youth mas 
\ndia ~ Col distorted Vos +00. 


Oris REDDING - Keme mber Ac (co) 
A ceat New Stax comp lation ot Otis 
carihes and unissued aes. Sones Fro the 
Vaults \y clude the Un heard “Trick otek em bey onic 
Versions of ‘Dock of the Bay ‘ ond Try A Lille Tenderness 
3. heavier and facte, Respect ‘(under Lniaudes \). Mostly 
Por Fans but totally ls woble For casuals Exedler: 


a 


yt | 
Hussy Beae(‘OuTroubled Youtts) [Brkt KiLL(* eal} 
(split LP) (Cat cal\ -Levdvew Dict. y la Portland ek oa} 
i Bristol ,U-K. BSZ BRZ be 
\ Wo Lands with smilar manifestos and 
plat forms (i. vietgerdls ) but pth cur pricing ly 
different sounds consider ™ that (musically ov 
instrumental ) both aie ave ae erm 
Side A is Bikini Kill - total punle rock - eal 
ang lyeies backed by awicked Slits [x-Ray-Spex 
squal. Not a val wp i ‘Revol ution Gul Style how’ 
Bikini Kill is quite popular, butt cf sens that 
‘the idea of thev bana and Ahew bold action $ 
ave More eating than thew recordings . | muc 
reter side AA - Huggy Bear ave Pom Engtanc 
and while they Cover a lot of the same grow 
political AS Mew Frien S ON side A - +hev lo-ti 
ecordin 5 ave much move experimental an 
yaried. One minvite theyve dom a quiet spelen 
wovd thing next oN to a\ 1 oy -distorted 
punk voc recording dnl then Q quiet, spars 


titles Aso - shirt Tucked In’ “flopscortch 
February Chae Sone of them sound vem 
oly nenc and seme sound [ke they wore 
recorded on a cheap Mons tape deck. Beth 
Lith great vesults Still, a cool split UP - but 
preter 4 Reav’s exper imerta | ape roach 

ea KW <traht ahead Cunk Wack 


CANADA THE MASIC GHETTO 84. CHES MU EAM FEW SUEAD 


INE BEER QucTED AG SAYS TET THE 
CALSPrDiaAS AMLUS(C SC EASE JS CAME. CHE BASD 
FEELS Cc EZTAIS AFEIMNT) worm HAUCIFARK ce 
EAST Const BASDS AKD TOUR USE CAASADA A 
CouPle CE TIMES HHS CHASEED TAT Sone OHAT. 
1 asoUcDd ARGUE THAT THEZE'S UD ZEBL MUSIC 


Scere THAT SPAS CéfashDOA. TE Mi SSIS 
ELEUASTS ALE THE FACT THAT CAAseDA IS SO 
Ble Dp C&D THAT ITS EK PERSICE ASD 
pHusicAtc 4 DiFEICUCT TO THe Ackoss I(T 
ASD THE OTHER THASE (S THATH THERES ASD COOU 
pAmearac PRESS. Oe Ems TRE Cest 32405 JN 
oug AREA BUT THEYRE MOT BEE SRUTTEADY 
BOT tS CARSRDIMS PUBLIC aTOss EXCEPT 

DRT OSAerL CHET Woeticrt IS ASTRO VICE OSB 610554 


Rect ike sEvEeR HESee GF iT BESSZE CAST 
(moot music. MAGS Lice AEDS Cf 


; HEIST SEEN AM Eee crete. 

oA OUs SECOND TOUR of CASRDA, WE UEPE 
peace TO MEET PAD SO4UETIMES SEE THE Coot BASDS 
ust HADNT BEEAS ZEADIATe PHBOAT. USE usSEST TS 
pp suBrePp FESTIONL ta) VER MEASST AOD MET SOE 
Corer PrDt PASS SRow cose BHSDS.! MET CECIC 


ZCERD CBeuT Er tTeee oF THESE BMPS BuT 
1 bho LERPD PLESTH MEST BortTSeuce Au. : 
LsE Got A THE FRowm TO. BAST EEASHoPPER_ 
SO ETE Pe OS Sree wOouTH THEM RT 
THS THE GOLEST PECoeD nn an al 
iS Fite | See FiesiSHksSs QA CECOROISS 
tak Tet COREY eee I MISSETS / DISSED 


TH (sotto SAT THEIR TAPE 1S AWMATIASTIS-. 
CSTRZ IO PLSe atEeL PED TRAST PSISAN ST. SE 


PCAUEI with THEM LD ARUWIL TOAD 42D THEY 
uwEeve PRET HST AS VELL. m4 PRESS? ASD. 
owe FAST CASA DIPN TOLE BECUGHT 


aS To WIPES BmncE. IT SAS 2ST ASD 


seCawsp GY THE “OC ACES THAT SUCKED” UST 


ie er THE wet Siosee THe se bees The 


ar TE HELE BUT THE FiCeT TOU WE 
(wees PEMUCt Downs app & T.c. BarPD Hi ep 


THE Sum > Less Sere GUE MSS. THEY FEREED 


cer US AT THE PoUAt PUREE T SA 


i Apo RP OFF. TRE DecS PLAHED AN PA ALDI ASS SET 


mE mS Sfss Fre mee ViCTSRif 


q. Ley AREST 
As SEATTHE ALE BIS Rete, er 
2 11s EASE UEVE SEVER LEO 


peortT THEM: 


iS CGLEAT M4AHc IS CAASADA BAT ‘Teun FIVE 
TREE ACMAzoss THE Ceupsti2y TO Here IT. 
E rue nae Se. TOre> Terr mAlLGHT 


contd —? 
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Goop of GPS THAT ON. HUE AK HAS HABA 
lov oF PRESS THIS YERR MID ITS BEDS 
HECPLDED APS THE SEO SsenTTe: THATS poT 
 POSITWE BETAUSE HA LIFAK CAST possi acy 
LIVE WP Te THAT COowPARI SER). ILE SEES 
BRITISH PRESS SAY? MHERE ARE THE be SDG 
FROM THIS ALLEGED “MEW SEMTTLE THAT (5 
HALIFAK? WELL, THETRE WD HALIRAK TRY IAMS TD SET 
THEIR. otOID PACES WHILE PELESS FERPLE Proh iT 
IM PATIERSTL4. HePE Full) (F 6DOD CAaspi> (ADS 
| BIDS COME ISTE THEIR OSA OR GET PRESS, THEY 
‘LomST HAVE SEATTLE EXPECTANT SSS PUT UP THEM 
THAT THEY CAST / Den T AMT TS Ci¥VE UP Us, But it 
WWBDULD BE COOL IF BAPDS LIFE BCAISE PASCAL o® 
HHERD AAT OtT LECOR PASSES THAT A EID IN & 
PEWRTE PREM COULD teRhR. OCT Me Rome HAS 
THE CuKUukt DE FISBIMNG cool. Bass Ttre uw 
( Do 84 TRAVELUAS?S. 

| USED Te FEEL SO AFFIPITN Wity 
CMAP IMS Music BUT I ESIC FouasD Caol_ 
fotnSDS 10S EVER PAZT OF CARSESDA | UTES T TQ. 
IW TELA A TNOSsALLY CYaSPYOR STICL HAS Souec 
GRoAIS Yo BLEAK Moser PEDPLE wWwoucd BRE 
FRMILIAK oo (TH SEIC, Jos APD COREE ET At. 
pur Evecare HASTHOS BEY AA), CofE AWD 
TOY ASE THATS ELCHFECA SSIATZS- USE DID A 
Soistc TAS PH Jeri MITCHELE Compicaaiony 
WHICH | Fiop STIOES OF ALL THAT (S CMUE 
IS CyrsyrouPAr music, 1D CILE Te APOLOMZE Jo 
Jas) Got THe SHITTIEST ComP. (VE Ever. 
Here. THERE ARE GomAN COU_ Btasps 
Ther courp Hive Dont IT ISSTERAD. 

IF HALIFAX GETS SEVITLE Guehreisons 
PLENSE BEUEVE THYT THERE (5 Cor purcic 
HELE Br PE PATIEDST GUTH THE GiudArye_ 
VOCABU CART OF Cars fAdIny Music PRESS. 
HoPEFUCL ItALIFAY OSILLE SURVIVE THE 
BuclseH iT PLESS. 


PASPOBAS: MUTE 
TT sy basbis IF THESE GUNS K ad 


THE DEFINITIDIOF Vass THAT | EARLO, 
IE Se (TS ALMOST APPEOPLI ATE. MUN 
wuHAcE | Cowe Flom |6 A sice FAT 
Tape SCAELO om A U0CE, THIS LECRDD- 
1S ALS VER“) MALE: MALE I/A LORE 
Sc LE THEEE 18 THE Cour TERBALRAND 
+HE MALE BOCK POSTLENSIR OW THE TAYE. 
THE SOUGS HAVE AK EARKESTIESS 
JSD TEE VCE /ERZDS" | NEUTER MEMAST VO 
Hhifez tiOu"" pes KU MOG CT Conic et US 
A STEP frre] Flom FRAT MENTALITY . 
WEP AT LENSIO THESE Guts ARENT 
Sz OW Hts Z ISSTEUME STS THE 


GulTAe Sos THEY peisToas PLA IME 
Aee CUTE RECRESE THEIRE CAME TIN A 


ry. 
1 Live oO 
eofe. TUREE SUNS = se 
pb BASD. THAT jm Pose BLE TO BE CK ITIC AT 
BE. THE SOs REE CONN (2 eh SS: 
CHANCE HAS BEEN AD INFLUENCE ) THRE 
: PLEXSE HPS Fr CODY ZEGIBELNG- 
LiKE MoTERAERD, 
Herik 'S PRETIN GOURD YO. THS IS A 
Sou iD Demo. M4 BDOYICE |S TR GET Poel 
n> THE BASD of To HPSe ACen GUTH 


{AO TUE Uerbic . 


KAISANBAG 


Merce 


Yo Brian Porsns To Dale fuss 
Colt saith 
Act.#Z 
Halifax, 


616 Braemore (2. 

Borlinghn, 
OntTar\o 
CANADA 

LIN 3ES 


WEEE S SomstS. | Like THESE SONS 

L LIVED MERGE Se MHC | “HELPED 
THEM REGRD THIS TAPE OM 0 4 TRACK, 
IT UNS HPD BECAUSE PAULS BASS 
SOU 1S SO HIZZED OAT IT USS 
LHe To GET AAs SOUASD HAPPER! KSE- 
0D TAPE, IT WIS HAD ALSO BECAUSE 
Leis Voce (S S0 SOPT ITS Im POSS BLE 
To GET A LEVEL OM ASD DI MAICES 
VevId Sausp LIFE HES SCREMYING. BUT 
THESE PROBLEMS pie USHT THEY HAD 
Some OME come IK AND HELP AWD EVTW 
Toit [uA SOT Lick WHITE /M HAP]. 

POURED IS 9% BEAT FUL Son 84 

SS USHELE HE LUCEILH SIKISS /M THe 
ZorT PACTS: cee Hi6t BASS PAT B4 PAUL. 
ecunstes RT OF MEE SERADOA BUT SHO 

PSK D? DRIVE THOMA Poth 

GT MESSED uP WS THe THIRD VETZSE Sa 
IT FADES OUT. BACK UP VECATS PILEKMST 
Ted HeT BELAUSE OSU ONE SET SF HEAD 
PHSS WA! EP Leo PECAN, NICE 
PoP SvrSis, NICE GUITAR SSLS? SHE |S 
NBT A KISS CeUER FRow 02 CED TO HU 
MERE SItES Eom DAN. gre MERE TwE 
\ OPEN HAVE A PRo®B LEW WITH. 1T Susy 


Custer HE I MSTESTIOIML HE ASBETD MIS S64ISTIC 
SOLE PAUL: AT LENST PRUCS VOCE IS Loud: 


Cinnamon Toast Catalogue of Funky Stuff 


CT001- Bubaiskull- Insex 4 song e.p.: Do Not Be Scared 
four songs that bite at your brain and our first ever release 


either you love them or they drive you insane, ... we love them 


CT002-jale- Aunt Betty 3 song e.p.:...Right charming 
four women who only just started playing their instruments 


i sound amazing and they gave us cookies, we like them. 


CT003-Quahogs- Glaze 4 song e.p.: Melodic Skaterockers 
These guys rock darn hard with: way cool tunes, 


land Scott is one of the nicest guys we know. 


CT004-Leonard Conan- Pub Slop 4 song e.p.:...Wicked. 
"Anybody's Guess" sends chills up and down our spines 


Andy writes great tunes that you should hear 


CT005-Les Gluetones- "45" 2 song 45rpm:...real hip! 
These folks are what vinyl is all about: dreamy voices mixed . 


with 1 cup of twangy guitar and 2/4 of a cup of a way out rhythm section 


CT006- Thrush Hermit- Ammo 3 song e.p.:...way too cute. 
four high school kids that write excellent songs 


steeped in angst and loads of charm, what else would you expect? 


these singles are available for $4.50 CAN. + $0.50 postage per sin- 
gle ; ; 

write: Cinnamon Toast Records 2464 Robie St., Halifax, N.S., B3K 4N1 THE HALIFAX IND 
Stuff by our friends: Le 

100 Flowers- Places We Sit-CD $10.00 sof geal songsala Steevo 
The Gluetones- The Gluetones e.p. CD$10.00saven ge hiptunes 
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‘och the Sounds n Between a5 chs yuri 


Exceptional MMMM 
Engaging MMM 
‘| Mediocre MM 
Uninspirling M 
Torturous 


‘Pop 


NOW 
INCLUDES 
APPLICATOR 


‘NEVER MIND. THE-MOLLUSCS vari 
(Sub Pop/Caigo/MCA) “esas, 
fee ron R 


Active Ingredients: Copsicum 
Oleoresin, Methyl! Solicylote, 
Oil of Comphor, Turpentine Oil, 
Oil of Pine. 


iy, -2 FL.OZ. 
AIDS IN THE TEMPORARY RELIEF OF 

M!NOR RHEUMATIC AND ARTHRITIC PAINS 

UA . < 


.Etic's: Trip shows ‘a rare ‘depth. on “Peter,’ the, ‘band’s’ fit release 

“Reminiscent of My Bloody Valentine but more varied in the range of sounds‘« 
}apped, the group pulls out its power chords ofily when force is needed, and | 
*(gveals the tips of Maritime folk foots (the Only Of these Sub Pop groups to ts 
‘do $0). Aweird and wonderful production that has songs bumping into each’: 
Fother or sounding like they're being broadcast over a transistor radio, adds 


8 


“a beautiful finishing touch. MMMM oot 


Live ff 


Tn 


? thice 


INDUSTRIES 


* 20.7.88 


2; 


| Peatheions 


Sy. RATEJAKETS 


om, | 


T 31.12.92 


